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Passenger numbers jump despite slowing economy

Ottawa – The number of passengers departing from Canada’s airports continues to rise despite a slowing economy, according to figures from the Air Transport Association of Canada (ATAC).  The Canada Departing Passenger Index showed that 3,363,937 passengers passed through security at the country’s 30 largest airports in April, an increase of 162,448 or 5.07% over the same month last year.

The jump in passengers is more than double last year’s rate of increase: the April 2000 figure was up only 2.23% over the same month in 1999.

“While the Canadian economy grew much more slowly over the past year, we are seeing very strong passenger numbers across the country,” said Cliff Mackay, President of ATAC.  “The rate of growth is all the more impressive when compared to the year before.  It all points to a vibrant airline industry.”

Twenty-three of the thirty airports in the Index experienced volume increases over April 2000.  St. John, Fredericton and Moncton led the way with increases of 69.3, 56.8 and 44.63%, respectively.  Yellowknife posted its second consecutive month of strong growth, up 26.66% or 1,960.

Whitehorse suffered the greatest decline in volume, down 5,383 or 57.88%.
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