Growth in number of departing passengers slows in May

Ottawa –The number of passengers departing from Canadian airports continued to grow in May, but at a slower rate than last year, according to the Canadian Departing Passenger Index released today by the Air Transport Association of Canada.  

The May figure was up 2.3% over the same month last year, but last May’s figure was 7.47% higher than May 1999.

“This is the first month in which we have seen a dramatic drop in the rate of growth, so it is too soon to draw conclusions. While the rate for May is lower than last year’s, it is still higher than growth in the Canadian economy.  Furthermore, the May 2000 rate of 7.47% was twice the rate at which the economy was growing, so some slowdown is to be expected,” said Warren Everson, Vice President Policy & Strategic Planning.

Charlottetown experienced the greatest decline, with a 43.06% drop in the number of departing passengers.  Toronto City Centre airport also experienced a sharp decline, down 28.56%.

“The Toronto City numbers are significant because that airport is used almost exclusively by business travellers,” Mr. Everson said.  “This is likely a reflection of businesses tightening up on travel in an effort to cut costs.  The business community is being very cautious these days.”

There was some good news in this month’s numbers.  Eighteen of the thirty airports in the Index experienced growth in departing passengers, eight in the double digits.  Moncton led the way with a second month of strong growth, up 25.82% over May 2000.  Mirabel and Whitehorse, at 19.81% and 17.24% respectively, also posted impressive gains.
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