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For Release:

IMMEDIATE

November 30, 2000
ATAC ELECTS 2000/2001 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OTTAWA – DOUGLAS PORT, Senior Vice-President, Corporate Affairs and Government Relations, Air Canada, Toronto, ON, has been elected Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Air Transport Association of Canada for the 2000/2001 term of office.  Mr. Port succeeds Jim Glass of Transwest Air.

J. CLIFFORD MACKAY continues as President & CEO of the Association, Ottawa, ON.

First Vice-Chair:  PATRICIA KENNEDY, Operations Manager, Pacific Flying Club, Delta, BC;  Second Vice-Chair: MICHEL LEBLANC, President & Chief Executive Officer, Royal Aviation Inc., Dorval, QC;  Honorary Treasurer:  DENNIS COOPER, Operations Manager, Sky Wings Aviation Academy Ltd., Penhold, AB;  Honorary Secretary:  BARRY LAPOINTE, President, Kelowna Flightcraft Ltd., Kelowna, BC.;  Past Chairman:  JIM GLASS, Managing Partner, Transwest Air, Prince Albert, SK.

Directors are:  MICHAEL S. BLAND, General Manager, Gander Flight Training, Gander, NF;  BOB DAVIS, President, First Air, Carp, ON;  HARVEY J. FRIESEN, President, Bearskin Airlines, Sioux Lookout, ON; JOHN D. ISSENMAN, President, PROAV International Aviation Services Corporation, Gloucester, ON; T. AL KAPTY, General Manager, Trans North Helicopters, Whitehorse, YT;  STEPHEN MARKEY, Vice President, Government Relations & Regulatory Affairs, Air Canada, Ottawa, ON; DAN MUNRO, President, National Helicopters Inc., Kleinburg, ON; JOSEPH D. RANDELL, President & CEO, Air Canada Regionals, Enfield, NS;  JOHN M. SCHOLEFIELD, President, Laurentide Aviation, Les Cedres, QC;  TIM VAILLANCOURT, Vice President Operations, Provincial Airlines, St. John’s, NF.

In assuming the Chairmanship, Mr. Port said he was looking forward to a challenging and productive year for the Association.  He highlighted the need for Canada’s air transportation industry to continue to work with the government to improve the competitive environment for air transportation in Canada.  In particular he said that the Association would be focusing on issues such as airport rents that could reduce costs and improve service for our customers.

“Airport rents are placing enormous pressure on airline operating costs and ATAC will be seeking urgent action from Transport Canada to limit any escalation,” he said.  “Also, we are aware that a number of smaller airports are already indicating concern about their future financial viability.  It is critical for Canada and these affected communities that a sustainable airport system be maintained, and ATAC is ready to work with the federal and provincial governments, as well as communities, to secure a stable airport network.”

The Air Transport Association of Canada has been the national service organization for Canada’s commercial air transport industry since 1934.  Today ATAC represents over 300 commercial carriers and suppliers located in all provinces and territories.  ATAC members account for more than 95 percent of commercial air transport revenues in Canada.

For Information Contact:  Warren Everson, VP Policy and Strategic Planning

Tel:  613-233-7727  Ext 314
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