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PRESS RELEASE





Ottawa – September 14, 2000 – Representatives of the Coalition of Concerned Airport Users (CCAU) held a press conference today to express the need for the federal government to reduce costs to consumers at airports and to ensure the viability of the nation’s airport infrastructure.  





The Coalition of Concerned Airport Users was established to facilitate a national dialogue on the need for higher quality, cost effective airport services and the fair treatment of Canadian air travelers and airport users.  Coalition members represent thousands of individual businesses and air travel consumers who are affected by the current National Airports Policy and to whom the cost and quality of air travel in Canada is an extremely important factor in overall competitiveness.  





While the Coalition strongly supports the government’s decision to devolve responsibility for management of Canada’s airports to local airport authorities, the Coalition urged federal Minister of Transport, the Hon. David Collenette, to consider modifications to the existing policy to ensure the future viability and availability of air service to Canadians.  The Coalition is concerned that key elements of the current policy are creating significant and growing financial problems for airport users.  Canada’s large airports have been forced to pass on the high costs of federal rent to airport users while many smaller airports face an uncertain future due to federal cost downloading, negative impacts from recent restructuring in the airline industry and high capital costs.  





Speaking on behalf of airport users, Anthony Pollard, President of the Hotel Association of Canada and Chairman of the Coalition of Concerned Airport Users, expressed his concern that rising air travel costs will have a chilling effect on economic growth.  “People have finite resources.  Whether it is a businessman cutting a business trip short to save a few dollars, or a family choosing a destination outside of Canada because the cost of air travel is less expensive, high air costs are having a direct impact on Canadians.  My members are feeling the impact directly.”





“The federal government must establish a new, fair set of fiscal policies for airport industry rent which are based on internationally recognized principles of reasonable and transparent cost recovery”, said Cliff Mackay, President and CEO of the Air Transport Association of Canada.  “The current situation is simply not sustainable.  A new financial formula is urgently needed that is based on real costs, rather than the current method which is based on assumptions that have now been shown to be inadequate.  Now is the time for the federal government to address this issue before the cracks in the system begin to materialize.”





The Minister of Transport will soon report to his Cabinet colleagues with the results of the first significant review of the National Airports Policy since it was established in 1994.  As a consequence, the Coalition of Concerned Airport Users strongly believes that now is the time to address the deficiencies in the National Airports Policy to ensure the future viability and availability of air service to all Canadians.
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For more information, members of the media may choose to contact any of the following Coalition of Concerned Airport User members:





 Tony Pollard�
Hotel Association of Canada�
President�
613 237-7149�
�
Neil Raynor�
Canadian Airports Council�
Executive Director�
613 248-2041�
�
 Cliff Mackay�
Air Transport Association Of Canada�
President & CEO�
613 233-7727 x313�
�
 Rich Gage�
Canadian Business Aircraft Association�
President and CFO�
613 236-2361�
�
 Warren Everson�
Air Transport Association Of Canada�
Vice President Policy and Strategic Planning�
613 233-7727 x314�
�
 Michael Murphy�
Canadian Chamber of Commerce�
Senior Vice President�
613 238-4000�
�
 G.N. (Jerry) Lloyd�
B.C. Aviation Council�
President & CEO�
604 278-9330�
�
George Friesen�
Airport Management Conference of Ontario�
President�
705 728-2626�
�
John Reid�
Canadian Advanced Technology Alliance�
President�
613 236-6550�
�
 Judy Saxby�
Manitoba Aviation Council�
Executive Vice President�
204 888-0100�
�
 Jerry Mulder�
Alberta Aviation Council�
President�
403 343-6924�
�
 Peter Smith�
Aerospace Industries Association of Canada�
President�
613 232-4297�
�
 Adam Belyea�
Tourism Industry Association of Canada�
President�
613 238-3883�
�
 Mathew Wilson�
Alliance of Manufacturers & Exporters Canada�
Policy Analyst�
613 238-8888 x238�
�
 Doug Lockhart�
Saskatchewan Aviation Council�
President�
306 664-2376�
�
 Donald J. Douglas�
Northern Air Transport Association�
Executive Director�
780 487-6512�
�
 Brian Jenner�
Association Quebecoise des Transporteurs Aeriens�
President & CEO�
418 871-4635�
�
Larry Pitman �
Atlantic Canada Airports Association�
President�
709 896-5445�
�
 Kevin Psutka�
Canadian Owners & Pilots Association�
President�
613 2364901�
�
Individual Airport Authorities�
�
�
�
�
 Paul Benoit �
Ottawa International Airport Authority�
President and CEO�
613 248-2001�
�
 Tony Gugliotta�
Vancouver Airport Authority�
VP Finance &CFO�
604 276-7734�
�
 Garth Atkinson�
Calgary Airport Authority�
Executive Vice President & COO�
403 735-1244�
�
 Ted Chow�
Edmonton Regional Airport Authority�
Vice President �
780 890-8907�
�
Municipal Mayors with Small Airports�
�
�
�
�
 Blair Leckstrom�
Town of Dawson Creek, BC�
Mayor�
250 784-3600�
�
Ted Grimm�
Town of Medicine Hat, Alta�
Mayor�
403 529-8181�
�
Dennis Ballard�
Town of Flin Flon, Man�
Mayor�
204 687-7511�
�
Mike King�
Terrace Bay, Ont�
Mayor �
807 825-3315�
�



Coalition Secretariat:  Ken Mackay or Chris Jones @ 563-8078 (Tel.)


























