





May 1, 2001

Canadian Airline passenger volumes up 10% in January numbers

Ottawa - Despite a slowing economy in some sectors, January’s airline passenger volumes posted substantial gains over last year’s figure, according to the Canada Departing Passenger Index published by the Air Transport Association of Canada (ATAC). 

Three million, one hundred and forty eight thousand passengers transited security at the top thirty Canadian airports in January 2001, an increase of 6.81% over January 2000. 

Although some airports recorded declines, most of the largest cities saw moderate to strong growth. Toronto’s traffic rose 10% over last January, as did Ottawa’s. Edmonton rose 11.5%, Calgary .5% and Vancouver 4.2%. Halifax enjoyed a very strong increase of 17% during the year. Of the largest cities only Montreal recorded a small decrease of –1.4%   

The impact of discount airlines was clearly a factor in the traffic increases over the year, ATAC Vice President Warren Everson said. “The two largest growth airports in the survey were Moncton, with 27.4% and Thunder Bay, which led the survey with 35%. These airports are experiencing the “WestJet effect” of sharp volume increases as passengers responded to the lower fairs of carriers like WestJet and CanJet.” 

Mr. Everson said the numbers showed that the Canadian market had witnessed vigorous competition through the year 2000. “While journalists were writing about a lack of competition and Parliamentarians were busy with legislation, Canadians were responding to the most dynamic period in the Canadian industry’s history,” he said. 
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