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Air Transport Association launches new passenger departure tracking index

Ottawa – The Air Transport Association of Canada is launching the most up to date aviation data product publicly available in Canada, President Cliff Mackay announced today. 

The Canada Departing Passenger Index records total passenger volume through security screening points in the top 30 airports in Canada.  ATAC estimates that this index will capture more than 95% of all passengers departing from Canadian airports.  

“The most significant advantage of this product is its timeliness,” Mr. Mackay said.  “Most of the airline data which is publicly available in Canada is quite old. However this index records departures just two months after they occur.” 

Data for the Departing Passenger Index is obtained from the Air Transport Security Corporation, which records each passenger through the security screening gates.  

Mr. Mackay noted that the Index does not rely on voluntary reporting, and also protects the commercial privacy of airline operators. Although it will capture all passengers at their origin point, it will not record most connecting passengers, since they will not normally leave the secure areas of the airport they are transiting.  Mr. Mackay noted that the Index will also miss airline crews who are not obliged to pass through the screening position. 

“No one data source can give a researcher all the information about aviation,” he said. “But this will be a very useful tool for people researching the trends in traffic in Canada’s airline and airports industries.” 

The Canada Departing Passenger Index is available on the “About the Industry” section of the Air Transport Association of Canada’s Web Site at http://www.atac.ca/.
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